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	President’s Note 

The Chapter has come a long way in the last year, and I am extremely proud to be a part of our growth and change in what has proven to be a positive direction, as well as proud of each of you.  We are making a difference for the veterans in our community as we continue to provide support and assistance when called upon to do so in so many areas.  Thank you to each of you for your commitment to a better Chapter, a better community, and a better America.  And thank you for having the confidence in me to serve you.  

       “Together then, together now”…

                  LTC Connie

Chapter Activities & Events

This Spring has been a very busy for VVA Chapter 23.  First, the Seminole Breakfast for veterans was held at the Hard Rock Café on April 26, opening with a Continental Breakfast followed by a presentation conducted by young students to honor the veterans and by local dignitary speeches, a very successful event.  We want to thank the Seminoles for continuing to make a difference for our veterans in Broward County. 

And now for the biggest news.  Chapter 23 is 25 years old!!  We celebrated our Silver Anniversary on May 18, having received our Charter on that date in 1972.  We are the first and largest Chapter in Florida!  On May 5, we held a gala picnic at VFW Post 1966 in Ft Lauderdale with music played by the Abate Fill-Ins.  On site was our Michael Savenelli Vietnam Memorial Wall.  Great food, great fun, and great friends!  It was a wonderful day that we will long remember.  We had a limited number of anniversary pins made, thanks to the efforts of Past President, Dave Forman.  There are still some available at a cost of $5.00.  To purchase a pin, please contact Pat Dunne at #954-923-9001.  We are all wearing our pins with great pride!

Armed Forces Day, May 19, the Chapter joined together at Lauderdale Memorial Park at the Veteran Monument where we paused to reflect on those who have served in the uniformed services and to support the national “Echo Taps” movement. In uniform, LTC Connie Christensen, AN USAR (Ret’d), played the bugle wearing her Army uniform and her deceased Navy father’s white gloves.  Dan Suffoletta presented the Chapter flag.

Our very own Color Guard made four appearances at various functions in South Florida, including the Memorial Day Commemoration 2007 held at Lauderdale Memorial Park on Monday, May 28, at 9:00 AM.  Connie Christensen, the Master of Ceremonies, has coordinated this event for seven years.  It was a “Day of Remembrance” of our fallen war veterans, a very special tribute.

25th Anniversary of the Wall

The 25th Anniversary of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, DC, is rapidly approaching.  Chapter 23 will make this journey together.  Our President has arranged a host hotel, which is providing us with a markedly reduced rate of $109.00 per night on November 9, 10, and 11, the Hilton Crystal City at Reagan National Airport. Shuttle service is available to the hotel from the airport and to the Metro from the hotel upon request.  There are not many rooms left.  For further information, contact Connie at cell #954-695-5957.  

.
	The events of the weekend will begin on Friday, November 9, with the Hospitality Room, which will be open from 3:00 PM until midnight and will be sponsored by the Florida State Council.  The room will be available through Sunday, November 11, and will be located on the first floor of the hotel.  

Saturday, Nov 10, a parade will be held, lining up at 10:00 AM marching down Constitution Avenue to The Wall. It is expected that this will take approximately four hours. There will also be a concert on that same day at the George Washington Monument.  For more information about these events, visit www.vva.org .There is much to see in DC if you have not been there, so you may want to take advantage of this opportunity to see some of the sites in Washington.  

At the Hilton on the evening of Nov 10 at 6:30 PM, the Seminole Indians will sponsor a “Welcome Home” dinner that promises to be a very special evening that all of us are looking forward to.  We are extremely grateful for their support.
Membership

Since our membership continues to grow by leaps and bounds, thanks to our very dedicated Membership Committee, we need to reach out to both our new and our old members.  Let’s to contact our new members in a personal way.  I would like to suggest that each member consider sending a card or placing a phone call to invite them personally to our meetings and functions.  Contact Joey White at SauvageC@bellsouth.net .
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Committees

Don’t forget we have other areas of need such as assistance with the Moving Wall. It has become very fragile and needs dedicated hands to help maintain, transport, and set up the legacy that Michael Savanelli left us.

All of our Committees need the support and the participation of the members of the Chapter!  We would like each of you to consider making a difference for the Chapter by getting involved in some way, no matter how great or how small.  We need you!

Announcements

A barbecue luncheon is to be held on the Fourth of July at 11:00 AM at the Sandy Nininger State Veterans Nursing Home, 8401 W. Cypress Drive, Pembroke Pines 33025.  Again this year, we will be serving the vets who live there a great meal and spending time in fellowship with them.

Also at 5:15 PM on July 4th, we will conduct a Color Guard at Cinema Paradiso in downtown Ft Lauderdale before the showing of the 80-minute documentary “Operation Homecoming”. Visit http://fliff.com/location.asp for directions and information about this incredible film.

The VVA National Convention will be held in Springfield, Illinois, July 17-22.  Your delegates are Connie Christensen and Craig Sontag.  Visit www.vva.org for additional information. 

With our national election coming up November 4, 2008, we need to do our part to get our community out to the polls to vote, as well as to support voter’s registration.  Democracy is only magic when people participate in it!

Sick Call

John Sykes continues to recover from his experience with lung cancer.  Please keep him in your prayers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

That’s all for this issue!   

Your Editor~

Cheryl Sauvage, AVVA








